
DEVISING HOPE

An Intergenerational Theatre program in partnership with Street 
Sense and Educational Theatre Company

The mission of Street Sense (http://streetsense.org/) is to offer economic opportunities for people 
experiencing homelessness in our community through media that elevates voices and encourages debate 
on poverty and injustice. Through a unique and innovative approach, Street Sense harnesses the talents, 
aspirations and work ethic of men and women who have slipped into homelessness after being left 
behind by the economy. Street Sense gives these men and women the opportunity to define themselves 
by their work, talents and character, rather than their housing situation, while creating pathways to 
employment and housing.

ETC (educationatheatrecompany.org) is a local Arlington non-profit whose mission is to unlock the 
potential of children and adults through immersion in theatre arts.  The purpose of the Intergenerational 
Model is to foster relationships and break down barriers between the participants.  By sharing stories and 
experiences with each other, both groups can create collaboratively and let go of their preconceived 
notions.  The outcomes are increased sociability, improved outlook, and an enhanced quality of life for 
both groups. 

Elizabeth Kitsos-Kang (project director) is a founding member of ETC and lead teaching artist for ETC’s 
intergenerational programming (Creative Age).  She is also a Professor of Theatre at George Washington 
University. She Co-led an ETC/Street Sense theatre partnership in 2013. To see an article describing that 
work (non-intergenerational), click on http://streetsense.org/article/staging-hope-a-creative-
escape/#.VehxSZ3BwXA.

The project will bring together 10-12 adults and high school students to discuss themes from student 
written works and classic plays. Participants will also engage in theatre exercises to provoke or expand 
these themes.  As a variation on ETC’s current intergenerational programming, the class of homeless men 
and women will exchange stories from their own lives with the teens, which are prompted by the 
connection to the themes of the plays and theatre exercises. These discussions will then be transformed, 
in cooperative artistic development work, into devised theatre pieces performed for the public.  In each 
of the next three years, Street Sense and ETC expect to offer four-8 to10-week intergenerational 
programs to local teens.  Participants will meet for two hours per week.  Each 8 to10-week program will 
produce one theatrical production that will be presented in 2 to 3 performances for the public.  

Expected Benefits

Theatre provides powerful, engaging and transformative opportunities for homeless men and women to 
rebuild a vital sense of belonging, contribute their creative talents to our community, and develop 
employment skills. Through ETC’s intergenerational program, they will also gain an opportunity to mentor 
teens in our community. 

For students, the project offers an innovative and intimate window into the issue of homelessness and 
the people it impacts in ways that challenge stereotypes and humanize myths. The students will gain 
empathy and a more realistic understanding of the homeless community as they work on the project.  
The students will learn creativity, collaboration, and gain confidence from the program. 

The resulting theatre productions provide creative and dramatic ways to engage the wider community, 
not only on the topic of homelessness, but of universal human struggles and experiences.


